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I. Introduction 
A. A brief history of Thanksgiving 

II. Thanksgiving 
A. Old Testament 

1. With the exception of Psalms, the Old Testament is 
painfully absent of praise and thanksgiving 

2. Israel had a problem with being thankful (see Exodus 
16:1-6, 17:1-3) 

3. It seems the thanksgiving sacrifices were required due 
to their ungratefulness – Leviticus 7:11-16 

B. A New Testament Warning! 
1. A downward trend spiritually and morally starts with 

an ungrateful heart (see Romans 1:18-21 and II 
Timothy 3:2) 

2. Contentment starts with being thankful (Philippians 
4:4-7, 10-13) 

C. A Biblical Mandate 
1. Be thankful 

a. Colossians 3:17 
b. I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
c. I Timothy 2:1 
d. Revelation 19:1-6 

2. Be thankful even during tough times 
a. Job 1:20-22, 2:9, 10 
b. Romans 5:1-5 
c. James 1:2-4 

3. Be thankful continually: Psalm 34:1  
D. Why be thankful? 

1. It brings glory to God: II Corinthians 4:15, Revelation 
4:9-11, 5:11-14 

2. It changes our attitude: Psalm 33:1, 92:1, 147:1 
E. Two thankful people 

1. Luke 7:40-50  
2. Luke 17:11-19 
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